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What we know

■ {At least} four brothers immigrated to Amenia, NY.
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What we know

■ Their parents were William and 
Susan Whalen Flana/igan.
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What we know
■ Philip apparently emigrated first arriving on Jan. 12, 1852 on the ‘Lady Franklin’.

■ Much of the family arrived in New York City on the ‘Isaac Wright’ on Jan. 10, 1854.

Notice that William, age 32, is much younger than Susan and there is also an Edward, age 20. 
Is William a stepson? Is Edward a son?
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What we know

■ Some family members lived in NYC tenements in the 1855 NYS census.

Name                                       Age   Sex              Relationship           Country of Birth                 Widowed             Profession                         Aliens     Read & Write    
Yrs in counrty

New York City, Ward 11, Election District 4

Is Charles another brother?
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What we know

■ Most of the brothers had moved to Amenia, NY, by the 1865 NYS census.

Family #              Last Name                   First Name                        Age                                   Profession                  Value of res    Birthplace
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Finding our ancestral home

■ Immigrant brother Philip died in 1873.

■ His gravestone in the Immaculate 
Conception Cemetery in Amenia notes 
that he was a “Native of Curren, 
County Monaghan, Ireland”
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Finding our ancestral home

Monaghan

Currin Parish
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Finding our ancestral home

■ Currin civil parish has an area of 11,119.5 acres / 17.4 square miles.

■ There are 64 known townlands in Currin.

Which was the Flana/igan townland?
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Finding our ancestral home

■ Sometimes genealogy research requires good luck.

■ Kathleen McEniff, who attended Immaculate Conception School in Amenia, hired 
her cousin,  Mick Tracey, to research the McEniffs in Ireland. Having familiarized 
himself with the names of people buried in the Immaculate Conception Cemetery in 
Amenia, he noticed that there were Flana/igans in Currin in the townland adjacent 
to the McEniff townland. He contacted Nancy Flanigan Schultz on Ancestry.com.
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Finding our ancestral home
■ Mick had found a Will and James Flana/igan in the townland of Cortober, Currin

Parish, County Monaghan in 1827.

■ Were these ancestors of the Amenia Flana/igans?  Mick conducted further 
research.

Tithe Applotment
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Finding our ancestral home
■ By May-June 1853, Susan Flana/igan is shown as a widow.

■ She leased 18 acres of land in Cortober on a year-to-year basis.

Landed Estate Court
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Finding our ancestral home

■ In November, 1853, Susan Flana/igan of Cortober appeared in Petty Sessions Court, 
which handled small civil and criminal cases.

■ Susan apparently owed £6.11.6 for failure to repay money she borrowed for flax seed.

■ She informed the court that she planned to ‘elope’ the county.

■ Within a few weeks, the family sailed to New York City.

Petty Sessions Court
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Cortober, Currin Parish, Cty Monaghan
Today
■ The townland of Cortober is approximately 185 acres. The Flana/igans leased 18 acres.

■ This is the townland where Flana/igan ancestors struggled. Does it remind you of 
Dutchess County?

Enter  54° 6' 10" N, 7° 7' 54" W  into Google Maps for more street views.
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